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Data Source
• Bundesamt für Statistik (Destatis)
• Randomized statistical projection

based on the official company
register

• Timeseries: 2008 – 2016
• Location: Germany
• Focus: commercial repair
• Data quality: better than nothing
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What data is missing?
• Statistical uncertainty in the data source
• Private repairs, DIY, making
• Revenues from sales of spare parts
• Indirect effects („keep things running“, abatement

costs, Hummingbird effects, Spill-overs)
• Benefits of a specialized long tail economy
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Increase in sales
from commercial
repairs

Turnovers: +37%

• +25% electronics
• +49% other products*
• +142% furniture

Transdisciplinary Sustainability Research in Electronics | TU Berlin 5

0,0

0,5

1,0

1,5

2,0

2,5

3,0

3,5

4,0

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
bi

lli
on

€

Sales figures from commercial repairs
2008-2016

other products furniture electronics

© Poppe 2019/Destatis

*excluding car maintenance and repair

Ambivalent assessment:
 Repair is worth it?
 Repair got more

expensive?



Increase in material 
expenditures

Material expenditures: +73%

• +54% electronics (at +25% 
sales)

• +91% other products
• +338% furniture
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Material share (costs) at a 
repair:

• 2008: 45%
• 2016: 56%



Cost structure for
commercial repairs
The increase of material 
expenditure outgrows other
factors.
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What caused the rising sales
rate?
 Caused by 88% increase

of material expenditure
 Caused by 12% increase

of other costs

Ambivalent assessment:
 Good or bad news?
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Increase in material expenditures per sales
2008 - 2016

45% 56%
rel. material expenditure

+37 % market growth

2008 2016

© Poppe 2019/Destatis



GDP share from
commercial repairs

• Increase in gross value
added from 1.28 billion € -
1.48 billion € (+15%)

• Decline in relative share of
GDP from 0.05% to 0.047%
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+23%

+15%

Ambivalent assessment:
 Good or bad news?

-100 m€



Decline in sales 
from industrial 
repairs

Turnovers: -28%

• -4% repair & maintenance
of machines

• -42% airplanes, boates, 
other vehicles

• -13% metal products
• -74% electronics and 

other instruments
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Increase in sales
from commercial
repairs

Turnovers: +37%

• +25% electronics
• +49% other products*
• +142% furniture

Employment: -7%

• +11% electronics
• -44% other products
• +81% furniture
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*excluding car maintenance and repair
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The market for commercial repairs is growing, 
but repair conditions are worsening due to 
rising material costs.

Is there any economic
evidence for the decline
of repair?
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What is the economic role of
repair, that is not measured by
economic indicators?



Join the movement 

Launch of the EU Right to Repair 
Campaign/movement

• launched at the Fixfest – Repair 
Festival Berlin in 2019-09

• Join us at: https://repair.eu

International Repair Day at 
19.10.2019

• https://openrepair.org/internat
ional-repair-day/

https://repair.eu/
https://openrepair.org/international-repair-day/
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